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Assistant Ulreoator, Feporte and stimstos

Toduation in Foreign Broadosst Honitoring

Reforences Al/O0 Hemorandur, dated 25 Pebruary 1949, Subjeot se Above

1. Thils 1t is regre:ited that it is neosssary for BEC to reduce
nush of $he wsstern Suropoan nmonitor coveruge, it is belisved that no
ssrious roporting gaps will resuld in the Scendinavian snd Baltic
sountrios lnasmuch as information from those areas is satisfactorily
monltored from other sources.

2. The discontinuance of coverage of western Germany and western
Austria ia, howevur, the souros of oonsiderable concern %o ORE in view
of the following lests:

g:«ésrg_am Hia one of the fastest sources of informmtion
and urrcr & mator ot ordinarily received through norme) chemnels

for two daya to one month, 1f at ail. It frequenily smplifies in=

formation otherwise reported in insufficient detail., The diseontine
usnce o this valuable source, evon with TARA and UPD news sorvioss

maintained, is regreti

bs Austris., The discontinuance of monitoring of westorn
Austrian transmitters cives riss to an even more serious reporting
lunk than in the oase of Germanys, While provious coverage was
not considersd adequate, it had been snticipated that the service
might eventuslly be luproveds ¥ith the disgontinusnce of all mdie
asovers e of western Austria, even coverage of APA news servioe la
now gut of’, and »ll Austrian intell! ence information through
broadoast and press media is thersby eliminated, sinve the one
transuitbeor in sastern Austris is Sovlet controlled and utilised
primerily for cultural purposes, normally ~ontributing nothing of
walue %0 intslligenoe,

3. 7This offiocs would bo extremely interssted in lesrning from
what messures are belng contemplated to remedy
the situstion created by the BSC cutback, and what steps ORE mey take
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